
 

 

 

The “Car Talk” Debate 

 

Pro/Con Debates are some of the most popular sessions offered at the AAAAI Annual Meeting, and 

attendees frequently rate these as highly effective learning opportunities. The interaction between the 

presenters as they explore the opposing viewpoints helps learners to gain a clearer understanding of the 

issue as a whole and how the debatable aspects of it are relevant to their practices. 

A variation of the traditional debate format is the “Car Talk” debate. Modeled after the format of the 

popular National Public Radio series, these sessions ask the debaters to explore the controversies 

surrounding the session’s topic by responding to cases or other questions posed by the audience. These 

can be questions collected in advance from potential attendees, questions the debaters have 

encountered in their own practices, or “planted” questions developed by the debaters. 

This format has been used successfully by the American College of Physicians in their online show “The 

Consult Guys” (http://annals.org/SS/ConsultGuys.aspx). Please read the attached article (double-click 

the image on the next page to open it) about this program and visit their website to view examples of 

how Drs. Weitz and Merli have used this approach for the members of ACP. As you plan for your debate, 

work with your fellow presenter and session moderator to: 

1. Identify the controversies you will address on the topic of your session. 

2. Create the “call-in questions” or scenarios you will present as a means to explore these 

controversies. 

3. Decide how the questions and/or scenarios will be presented in your session. Your moderator 

could raise them, or you could recruit colleagues to serve as “plants” in the audience to ask 

them.  

4. Keep in mind that debate sessions are one hour long and may generate questions from your 

audience. Consider how many questions you can address adequately in this timeframe. 

If you have questions feel free to contact the AAAAI Education Staff at cme@aaaai.org or 414-272-6071. 
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 (http://annals.org/SS/ConsultGuys.aspx)

Howard Weitz (left) and Geno Merli on the set of
"The Consult Guys" (Photo courtesy of
American College of Physicians)
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