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 hat is Small Group Teaching 

 De ne  as  any teaching situa on in
 hich  ialogue an  colla ora on
 ithin the group are integral to
learning 

   components  learner
par cipa on, speci c tas s,
re ec on

  ole o  the teacher is to  acilitate, to
coor inate, an  to inspire

 Si e o  a small group  aries      ,
an   i i es a larger class into
smaller groups  or ing together

E mun s et al     ,  ones     , Mills an   le an er     

Large group  ues on 

 hy Teach in Small Groups 
 Supports ac  e learning
 Promotes thin ing
 De elops learner s s ills   iscussing, lea ing,
listening, re ec ng,  or ing in a team 

  llo s  or sharing e periences an  re ec ons
 Promotes sel   irecte  learning an 
in epen ence

 Creates an en ironment o  closer contact
 et een learners an   aculty

  s as e ec  e  ith impar ng sharing
 no le ge as a large group learning se ng

  ur learners are accustome  to small groups

                    
 s ing  ues ons throughout your session
 eeps your au ience engage  an  allo s
you to assess  no le ge s ills

E mun s et al     ,  ac ues     



 

 

 

 

 

                        
           

 orming Storming  orming Per orming    ourning

 acilitator assists  y 
 Pro i ing psychological sa ety  y  eing open an  in i ng par cipa on
 Clear e pecta ons
  c no le gment o  learners
   oi ing  u gements Tuc man     

                              

 Thin  pair share
  aculty as s  ues on
 Thin   Learners are gi en  me to
thin  in epen ently

 Pair  Learners pair up or go into
small groups to  iscuss,  e ate
ans ers an  thoughts to pose 
 ues on

 Share  Learners  oin  ac  to
large group an  share small
group ans ers an  response

 Bu   groups
  aculty poses  ues ons
 Small group  rie   iscussions
  e oin large group,  aculty
pro i es ans ers or presents
content

 a ues     ,  ones     



 

 

 

 

 

                 
 Sea ng arrangements
  ole assignments
 scri e recor er,
spo esperson reporter, lea er,
 me  eeper, o ser er,
summari er, counter arguer 

 Clear group  or  instruc ons
  pen en e   ues ons
 Pro lem sol ing  ues ons
 Pro lem  ase  learning, case 
 ase  teaching, team  ase 
learning

Burgess et al     , E mun s an  Bro n     ,  ac ue     

                                          

  s ing  ues ons  arouse interest,
assess  no le ge, inspire cri cal
thin ing

  se a mi  o   ues ons  Lo er le el an 
higher le el cri cal thin ing  ues ons

    ance planning inclu es preparing a
list o   ues ons

 Be prepare  to  ait  or responses to
 ues ons    secon s up to     minutes

Synthesis

 nalysis

Comprehension

 actual  no le ge

 pen en e   ues ons

Close  en e   ues onsMills an   le an er     , Burgess     



 

 

 

 

 

                            

 Listening

  espon ing 
 Posi  e an  encouraging, promo ng sa ety

  e ec ng

 Paraphrasing

 Chec ing

 E plaining i  there is a pro lem un erstan ing a
concept,  ming is important

 Summari ing

 Than ing the group s 
Burgess     , E mun s et al     

                                      
        

  acilitator
 Tal s too much

 Gi es a lecture instea  o 
interac  e session

  s s too many  ues ons

 General concerns  pro i ing
 ee  ac  an   i erent le els o 
learners

 Learners
  ot tal ing to each other

  o prepara on  or the session

 Domina ng in i i ual

  uiet in i i ual

   tu e o  learners  
accustome  to lectures,  eing
gi en the ans ers,  ants the
solu ons,  eing passi e

Burgess     , E mun s     , Mills an   le an er     



 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  

                                
  ues oning strategies, lo  sta es  ui  es,
presenta on per ormance

                   
                                    

 Thin          not e alua on
                                    

 Thin          not e alua on
              

Burgess     , E mun s     ,  an Diggle     

   ressing
 i erent
le els o 
learners in
small groups

  ppropriate to the le el o  the learner

  ppropriate to the learner  com ort, sa ety
 ssign roles

 Pre session rea ings,  i eos, etc.

 Co er content in  i ac c por on o  session

Pro i e  aseline
content to e eryone

 Share past e periences

 Share re ec ons

Design open en e 
 ues ons an 

ac  i es

  ssign an  in orm

 Learners may alrea y  e com orta le  ith each
other

 rrange sea ng

 ac ue     ,  an Diggle     


