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• What is a program signal?

• Program signals offer applicants 
the opportunity to express 
interest in a program at the time 
of application.

• Program signals are intended to 
be used by programs as one of 
many data points in deciding whom 
to invite to interview.

Program Signals: Overview

Program 
Signals







How are Program Signals shared 
with programs?

Applicant 
sent a signal 
to your 
program

Applicant did 
not send a 
signal to your 
program

Applicant  
skipped this 
question

Yes* No 
information is 
displayed

No 
information 
is displayed

Your 
program
sees:





Guidance

Applicants
• Signal your TRUE preferences
• Signal your home and 
rotation institutions if 
they are your TRUE 
preference, and they do not 
always offer home 
applicants/rotators 
interviews

• Don’t send “love letter” 
follow-up emails

Programs
• Be honest on your website 
abut how you’re using 
signals 

• Advise your home and 
rotating residents to SIGNAL 
your program only if you do 
not automatically offer 
these residents interviews

• Don’t overweight signals in 
your review process

• Look for corroborating 
information in the 
application to support an 
applicants’ preference

• Don’t use signals after 
interview day


