
1/28/2026

1

In-Training Examination Review 
and Guidance

Dr. Gerry Lee, MD
Chair, AAAAI In-Training Examination Committee
Associate Professor of Pediatrics and Medicine

Director, Allergy/Immunology Fellowship
Emory University School of Medicine
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Agenda

• Committee Structure
• Background on the In Training Exam
• In Training Exam Development Process
• Interpreting The Score Report
• Historical data on ITE performance
• ABAI/ITE Data Comparison Project
• Questions

Background on the ITE Exam

• Approximately 200 question multiple-choice exam
• Administered early May of each year

Uses:
• Fellow self-assessment of medical knowledge
• Program director assessment of curricular gaps
• Identify areas where fellows may need extra assistance

The ITE is not intended for:
• ACGME assessment of fellowship accreditation
• Predicting ABAI board exam performance
• A summative assessment for fellowship graduation
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Departing Members

Maureen Bauer, MD

Served from 2021-2025

Mandakolathur Murai, MD

Served from 2000-2025
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Statistical Review of the In-Training Exam

• Utilizes Classical Test Theory to ensure the reliability, precision and 
accuracy of the ITE

• Test Level Statistics
• Number Correct: 49-59% average raw score
• Reliability – consistency and repeatability of measurement

• Kuder-Richardson Formula 20 (KR-20) – measures internal consistency
• ITE 2025: KR-20=0.88
• Range is 0-1.0, with values over 0.8 considered high reliability
• ABIM IM certification Exam: 0.89-0.91

• Item-Level Analysis 
• Exclude poorly performing items (based on psychometrics)
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Item-Level Analysis

PVal – Difficulty
= 43% correct

PBis - Point-biserial correlation
= correlation between the 
right/wrong scores that 
students receive on a given 
item and the total scores the 
students receive
>0.3 - strong
0.2-0.3 - good
0.1-0.2 - acceptable
<0.1 - unacceptable

Example of item that would be excluded

PVal – Difficulty
= 34% correct

PBis - Point-biserial correlation
correlation between the 
right/wrong scores that 
students receive on a given 
item and the total scores the 
students receive
>0.3 - strong
0.2-0.3 - good
0.1-0.2 - acceptable
<0.1 - unacceptable
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ITE Reports

• Fellowship
• Summary Report: A description of all items on the ITE exam, including 

references and fellowship vs. global performance
• Percentile Report: A summary of the 3 year historical performance of all 

examinees and the individual fellowship/fellows

• Reading List – list of most significant knowledge gaps identified 
from the ITE exam

• Individual Fellow Reports
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Using AI to analyze fellow ITE performance
• Generative AI tools are able to help analyze ITE reports to assist with 

assessing knowledge gaps, suggesting study plans, and generating 
quizzes

• To maintain privacy, would remove identifying information and use the 
“temporary chat feature”
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Historical ITE Performance

ITE performance dropped 
significantly in the 2025 exam to 
below 50% correct

The raw score to pass the ABAI exam 
is 57% correct 
(although many fellows don’t study 
for the ITE)

Average 
%Correct

# of Qs
Average 
Score

# of 
FITs

Year

59%2001183662008

58%2001153532009

57%1991143442010

57%2001133652011

56%2001123682012

57%2001133542013

56%1991113542014

55%1971083662015

55%2001093452016

54%1981073462017

54%2001083602018

59%2001183552019

55%2061133552020

54%2011083532021

55%2071143632022

56%2141193732023

52%2101093872024

49%2081014042025
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Changes to the ITE 
2022: ABAI blueprint 
adopted: basic science 
34%25% of questions

2024: 
Subsections adopted:
a. Epidemiology/Dx
b. Treatment/Mgt

Cough -2, Allergens -1
Rhinitis +1, Sinusitis +1
Food allergy +1

21

22



1/28/2026

12

ABAI/ITE Data Comparison Project

Program Directors have asked the AAAAI ITE Committee to examine whether 
the ITE examination results correlate with ABAI certification examination 
performance

Barriers:
• Fellows typically do not study for the ITE exam versus the ABAI certification 

exam 
• Data sharing to the ABAI was not disclosed to previous ITE participants

Next steps:
Leadership discussion regarding data sharing with ABAI

Summary

• The Allergy/Immunology In-Training Exam is a psychometrically valid 
test designed to give formative feedback on medical knowledge in A/I

• It is not intended to used as a summative evaluation, graduation requirement, or 
predict ABAI performance

• Consider the use of generative AI tools to help fellows understand their 
results, create study plans to address knowledge gaps, and generate 
study questions to confirm mastery

• Reach out to Mari Durán if you are interested in joining! It is my 
FAVORITE committee in the Academy!
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